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- He v was 2 -Priſone; at Rome * he wrote 


Epiſtle; the Phi haying been n- 
80 by the 1 of God on his Miniſtry, 
1 nell very with him in his 


Fonds, and e expreſſed 
their Meſſenger | 92 whom = 
ſent with a liberal Preſent to him; by which 
Meſſenger he returned to them a more valu- 
able Gift, this excellent Letter: Wherein, - 
after a moſt pious and affectionate Salutation, 
expreſſive of his "tender Love. to.ghep, edt 
Hopes concerning "them, he proceeds to 
the Subject of his Sifferings for Chriſt's Sake ; 
and for their Comfort he tells them, that 
| theſe Things had fallen out: "rather! to the 
Furtherance, than to the ObſtruQon of the 
| Gaſpel ; for, as e was now, 2 Priſoner at 


ſpeak the — del ay Che — . 
Fear; the Preachers, — on this 
Oocaſion, — 1 car very different Men in 
| — wn and Pri ** IA 
3 4 Apoſtle: i the A chf the 
Churches, and to ſet up themſelded as Perſons 
Worth af more Regard than he: Others 
preached out of : Good-yillto Souls, and with 
2 * e the Apoſtle's Place, when 
e preach the Golpet' ſo 
"ky as he had done ä (like 
4244 | 2 true 


2% + 


A 

« Pd; 5 
9 — 
« "£© ? 


1 


a true Lover of Chriſt) e ede 
preached, whether in Pretence or in Since- 
rip Oe for himſelf he declares, (Per. 20.) 
that bis e Hupe and gehn, was, - 
that Cb Id be magnified in his Body, 
whether | by Liſe, er by Death ; by Life, in 
the Offices of a faithful Preacher, oriby 
Death, in the Behaviour of a ſtedfaſt Chri- 


ſtian ; and (if it pleaſed God) a triumphant | 
Mart) 


yr.— | 
In my Text, he ſets his Life- and Death 
before us for our Imitation and Encourag 


ment: For to me 10 live is Chrift, and to 3 
is Gain Jo me to live is Ci. He is the 
End and Scope, the Comfort and Felicity, 


the Fountain, Object, and Center of my Life; | 


if I live through: him, and for him; I live— 
My great Buſineſs in Life, is to deelare the 
Wonders of his Love, to his unſearch- 
able Riches and Grace, to honour'and glorify 
him as a Chriſtian, a Minifter; and an ? 
ſtle—And when theſe Ends of Life ſhall be 
fulfilled; I hall not be afraid or un willing to 
die, in what Shape ſoever Death may be ſent 
to meet me; for Death, at the End of ſach 
a Life, will be a very great Bleſſing to me, 
the Concluſion of all my eng ors, rfl D 
rows, and the Gate by which I ſhall enter 
into the Preſence and Enjoyment of that dear 
and glorious Redeemer, pic iron, eee 
for me, whaſe Len -end | d whom I ſerve. Fe 


B 2 | Having 


; 000 the Chriſtian, after a Life of Devo» 
esel to his Saviour, | : | 


"cas in whh ſome Thoughts on the 
Life of a Chriſtian, as it is here characteriæed 
— ths eel Lis 
Character of the real Chriſtian's Life z tis 
not confined to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
extends to all without E who be- 
on the Name of Jeſus unto Life eyer- 


Ae Dit i par LE the Author, Pre- 
_ ſerver, the great Object, the laſt End, and 
the chief Joy of bur Life. 


2 eee eb 
Out natural Life is the Eſſect of his creating 
Power ; for by him all Things were created 
that are in Heaven, and that are on Earth s: 
His Hands faſhioned and formed our Bodies, 
» all his Workmanſhip, and he is the Fountain 
- of out ſpiritual Life; a Sentence of Death 


: 5 againſt us, as Sinners, by the 


Law of Go; eee 


My b 


(99 
_ care intb the World in the Fulneſs of Time 
(according to an Agreement and Covenant 
that paſſed between the Father and him before 
the World. began) that we might have Life; 
be gau his Life 4 Ranſom fer many, and he 
that belicueth an him, ſhall not cumt into Con. 
Aemnation, but is I I ee © 
he is delivered the Curſe of the Law, 
und accepted of God, through! the imputed 
Righteouſneſs'of Jeſus, And this happy State 
well deſerves the Name of Life; for it is 
Heaven begun on Earth. And as our Lift 
of Juſtification, fo that of Sanctißcation, 
flows: from the Mediation of Chriſt, and 


the Agency of his fit; he, a8 the Heid 
bol the Church, 2 dreiste with de Fly 24 


Spirit above Meaſure, and diffuſes vital In- 
fluences into all the Members of his Body; 
if we are alive into God, tie through 
Grip, bo iveth in us by his Spirit. 75 | 
« 7 (2.) CurisT is the Preſerve of our Life— 
: Becauſe be lives, wr ſhall l alſo 
tal Life is : Il ce, (for 
in bim all Things confiſt) and our ſpiritual 
Life is maintained by his Interceſſion for us, 
and continual Supplies of His Grace; by hin 

we ſtand in the Favour of God. He bears 
unworthy Names on his Heart, as our High- 
Prieſt in the heaven ; he inter- 
cedes for us, chat our Faith may nol — 


* Ichn v. 4 3 19. 
| B de 


\ 


69 


as) bis good! Spirit 40. ditect, affiſt, 
| 8 us in the Way of our Duty, 
— — Rvepgali 
en us with all Might in out Soulz, according 
to his glertous Power, : that. we. may be able 
to ſtand in the evil Day, and to: preſenve us 
in his! Service to the End of Life. Chriſt 
keeps the goed Thing which [Believers hart 
committed to him, even) untoſ the Day of 
Redemptiorʒ we ate preſet vrd in him; l 
Almigbty Power is our Retupe and Defence; 
his unchangeable Love is i our ads ven | 
Security 12 > dt goigarnihah lo. 
(3 Jun fem is the Sund Ober of e 
Reliever's Life; be Liſe aobith I lig in tir 


15 5 ., 1 ihe Eaith-of- the Son of  Gady u 


acerdotal and kinghy - 


 Inved mie, indi gave himfelf) fer me. Chrilt 
is the eck dk Faith, and Faith the 

Wan Frzselple of le of the Chriſtian Life By 
Fach the-Bneere-Dikcipleiof” Jeſus often on- 
templates his divine and mediatorial Glory ; 
bis infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs; 
che Fulneſß of All iche Pettoctions of the Dbd- 
head hat: dolls in Him his marvellous In- 
curnation; his ſaving Office and Performances; 
his Doctrine and Wag; 3. his meritofious. 
\Obediedies and Sufferings for us; his Refar- = 
tion; Aſcenſion, ant the Diſcharge of his 
Offices in Heaven: 
"Fheſe * Frequent: and * „5 


e vir us Gal. i. 202 


p ' 4 


| Subjects 


(xz) 
Subjects of al Chriſtian's Mseditatians; 'he 
cannot, live without realiaing Views of Chriſt 
in theſe: Nelatians and Characters; he finds 
Bis ſpiritual Life encreaſing or lingh 
his Eye is mord or leſs eee 
Author and Finither of his Faith ; if Ch 
be preſent to his Mind; if he cin ſee h 
Beauty in the Glaſs of the Goſpel, and by 
the Illumination of his Spirit, his Love 4 
enflamed, his hope invigorated, his 
fires are quickened, his Heart is Abſtrat᷑ted from 
Self and. the Creature, Sin is imbittered d 
him, and all the Duties of made 
eaſy and delightful to his Soub; but when 
ſc⸗ere is a ſeparating Cloud bet een Chriſt and - 
bim, his Graces; ſicker ee a n 
Flowers, in 4 ſtormy: Di s of e f 
(A.) Cu R187 is the End-of the Believers © 
Life. The Children of this ein 
themſelves; their higheſt Aim tis to 
their temporal Intereſts; but none of us (layed 
the Apoſtle in the Name af — 
Church) mne of us liueth 40 himſelf) an, nd 
Man dieth to himſelf; but: whether” wwe hu 
we Ave unto the Lord; and whether uu di 
we die unto: thr: Lord . ee r 
conftraineth us, becauſe ve thur judee ; that 
ane died for all; then were ail dæud; and t 
| le died for All, that: they which live,” ſhould 


v F tive unto themſelves, tut 1 © 


/ 


boly-De« - | 


* 
te 


1 


| 3: Ram loo, 8. ; Ver ul to 
blade B 2 | bim 


2 8 
2 


Geh 


0 12) 

him which dd for tbem, and roſe again'*. 
The firſt Chriſtians lived to Chriſt, oy 
ſhould-not we live to him? is not Chriſt 
the ſame Yeſterday, To- day, and for ever? 
Are not we as much under Law to him, as 
— red Are wie not as much indebted to 

Love, and to his ual Inter- 
ceſſion * Have we not * Rule of 
Life, the ſame Covenant of Grace, the nem 
Promiſes, the ſame good Spirit to help us, 
and the ante Crown of Glory in Proſect; 
Doubtleſs. Chriſt ſhould be the: End of our 
Converſation; we ſhould mind his Things 
more than our own; his Glory ſhould? be 
regarded; his: Service ſhould. be our 
principal Cate and Eniployment And 'tis 
the Character, as well as the Duty, of all 
 fincere Chriſtians to live not to themſelves, 
but to Jeſus Chriſt To him they devoted 
their Souls and Bodies, when they were made 
bis willing People in the Day of his Power; 
in chat bleſſed Day, they — only received 
bim, and reſted on him alone for their Sal- 


vation, but they conſented to be his obedient 


Subjocts and Servants ; they took his Voke 
upon them, and yielded tents unfeign- 
_edly-and; entirely to the Lord: In that happy 
Hour, high Thoughts and lofty Imaginati ons 
were caſt down, every thing that exalted 
le againſt the * of N was 


ez * v. * 15. ; 
W 8 Th . abaſed, 


111 
abaſed, and 223 Pee by the Opera- 
eh of the y Spirit, was brought into 

to the Obedience of Chtriſt— In 

oe — ſolemn and deliberate Manner; * 
full Conſent and Purpoſe of Heart, they te- 
nounced all Rivals, Sin, Satan, the World, 
and Self-Righteouſneſs, and offered "op 
ſelves'to the Lord Jeſus,” as his Pui and | 
rightful $4 to glorify. him 
= their Bodies and Souls which are bis; 
and at the ſame” time they referted all their | 
Affairs to his Diſpoſal and Conduct Some of 

you well remember how your Hearts were 

affected, and what between Chriſt and 
| in the Day your Eſpouſals to him; 

ae, whether ye did ide Mich. db 
ſolutely, and without Reſerve, dedicate your- 
ſelves to Chriſt with this Senſe: 4 Bleſſed 
* Redeemer, thou haſt - delivered us, and 
e thou ſhalt reign over us; we are thine, 
and thee we will follow whitherſoever thou 
s goeſt? Thus Chriſtians are devoted to 
their Saviour; and it is their Care (according / 
to the Meaſure of the Grace given to them) | 
to live as a People conſecrated to him; to 
adorn bis Goſpel in all Things, by à Dif- 
— — of perſonal — relative Duties on 
Goff Principles 5 and ive | 
Thinks to Cad in his Name, Ms 58 00 
his Righteouſneſs — and on his 
Spirit for Aſſiſtance The Virtues of Juſtice 
pd Charity, which. they are very careful to 


LLP 


; but 233 
through, bis Poverty, 
5 10 Mort, all theig xcba- 

er tg in the Name of Chriſt, 
49. his Will, and with an Eye 
ry; and tis but little that 
— themlclves can do. for the. Honour f 
our * they esrneſtiy pray, that o- 
n glorify him, and 
Qt  Kingdc be advanced in a 
they rejoice. in the 
; ae of his Gaſt, by: whatever Joficq= = 
ments it be promoted, Thus Chriſt the 
galt End ef a Chriſtian's Life. I have in- 
ſiſted the longer an this, :becauſe Lap ptebend. 
— Fhing pringipally meant by = Ex- 
22 inthe Text- T0 e to le it Cn ist. 
en re avis ect nod 
and WHY Cane r is thei chief Joy of the Belie⸗ 
ver e Nothing affacds him a Satisfaction 
to, that which ariſes from a well ground · 
555 in Chriſt, Communion with him in 
Ordinances here below, and the Hope of 
A e Viſian and Egeyment of him 
abowe. II Joy in Chriſt gives 
e 40 all his temporal Comfort 
| port .vndet every Afflictien af 
a 7 Froſpects and Approaches of 
| 10 23 $a: 2 = I. — Das! 1 & 101 fir # 
1912185 Ny 218 det id ved b 4 
-12q | | | "Hariy G 


a - 
Haine Aaben 4 Vibw of ar ken 
Laie let us 181 300 07 513834797? 40187 27 


-Higzqot fi c Sd ttt 51 viſt Yo [rh 1839 f 


II. Conmpt e e, 
he ſhall. Death. itt”) Aid as 
I. 0 Ws 70 b be * l 
. "Death ws the 9 of 'Petrorp to winkt 
el Mem e inet wich 
Poſſeſions and, Plenlufts in — but 
their Souls with the mans of their Salvation: = 
this is an un | „an irrep parable) ul der- | 
Jafting Loſs, Iman be: confeliigh wi thee 
rod Men loſe at Death ottey ure 
of all their Fur bel wr 7 — 
"Comforts, but they inHmiit 
more than they bar tx E Wat Bath taken 
Way che Seng af. Dub, mn mn db. 
c cho a Bleſſing ;" and therefore the A. 
Ale Paul puts Deatlyas well as Life io ide 
Catalogue: ef the Chriſtian's mercies . Det 
us cotifider- the hap "Confoqtenitcsof Me 
Deuth of a Chfiſtian; as far us de Light ef 
Revelation aſfiftt us in ber Niedih feu, wha 
Atates State) ll 
Kt.) Ar Death the Chriſtian" i exleaiial 
[from the Tnconvehiences and Pains that attend 
2thisimortal: nd ab we we 
Bodies, it is certain our Souls! 
ber cher Lodging in em., Toa | 


u TA TU CY, Cor. ii 18, 1 


And ai their 


c 16 a, 
of Appetite often call off en | 
things more ſuitable to our rational Natures ; 
a great deal of time muſt be ſpent in repair- 
D ing the Waſtes of cur animal Frame. by Meat 
and Drink; Amuſements and Diverſions are 
alſo in ſotme Caſes) very neceſſfary for us, 
though our better Part deſpiſes them, and 
2 to higher and nobler Entertainments; 
we miſt. take a great deal of Care to defend 
; againſt; ſurrounding Dangers, 
Ba and when. we hou done all we can to de- 
fend them, we are in the midſt of Death, 
and lie: open to a thouſand! Aceidentg that 
may prove fatal to us. How many ate the 
Pains; and Diſeaſes to which our Bodies ate 
Table? And what a Hindrance and Snare are 


.. they, to our Souls in the beſt ; Concerns;? 


[oa There i is a great Vatiety of bodily; Conſtitu- 
Bons, but every one is attended with peculiar 
Tamparion and Diſadvan 
”_— are good Souls, led aſtray om God by: the 
225 — Senſes? What an Impediment is this 
dull Fleſh of, ours in the ſolemn Seaſons of 
Devotion? How ſadly do the Infirmities of 
- the outward Man bear down many a Child 
of: God, even when the willing Spirit labors 
td aſcend and converſe with Heaven? Death 
8 f 
him free from. all theſe Incopveniences; and 
3 aut of abe Friſen of ibe 


21 i 09D (Z DEATH 


bn 
4 


great Benefit to the Chriſtian; as tit ſtts 


E 


(1 
(a.) DrArn is Gain to the Chriſtian; 1 


e it is an everlaſting Retreat from 
all che een = Sorrows of > the: pealent 


Life. 241183 


8 9 that ji Wis ed Bok rh 4 


foort time to live, and it full of miſery * Who 


can reckon up the various Cares and Burdens 
of human Life ? It begins with Tears, and 
concludes with a Groan==and from firſt to 
laſt is very much imbittered ' by Troubles 


incident to all Men and every Condition 


—The rich and great are expoſed to En- 


vy, and a Multitude of hay 


Cares, and Loſſes; the poor lie open to 
Contempt and many grievous Hardſhips: 


And there is no State of Life exempted 


from Affliction of one kind or another; our: 
earthly Pleaſures are all taxed with pain, our 
Comforts are all mixed -with Sorrow; and 
they are uncertain tranſitory: things: So that 
there is no permanent Felicity under the Sun. 
But : bleſſed are. the dead aich die in the 
Lord, for they . reſt from their Labors, they 
are got into a quiet Harbor, where the angry 
Winds and Waves can * them no Diſtur- 
bance. 43: | 
(3. n great Advantage which 1 
the Chriſtian receives by Death; is an ever- 
Freedom from he Temptations of 8a- 
tan and an evil World. | The Chriſtian Life - 
here below is a Life of Conflict. We war, 
not only with . and Blood, but with 


Prin- 


(x8 ) 
Printipalities, with Powers, - 
tual Mictedngſes in big WN goes 
Sat Gong wikis har hey devmier ] a6 te 
will moleſt thoſe whom he cannot deſtroy; 
he has fiery Darts, whereby he affrights and 
wounds many 4 Soul that is dear to God; he 
hates Chriſtians, becauſe . God loves them ; 
and if he had Power equal to his Malice, 
he would not ſuffer them to. enjoy a Mo- 
merit's: Reft ; but at Death the Chriſtian ia 
5 23 Conqueror, and crowned with 
Victory; Satan is then bruiſed under his Fest, 
and ſhall not hiye leave to ſhoot one Arrow 
more at him ta all Eternity And then he 
bids adied to the Frowns and Flatteries of 
this evil World, no more to be affaulted by 
1 n 
rate Satan, and in 
War with the Saints of e nel Now 
if the Man that endures Temptation be hap- 
py; how happy is he that is for ever above 
the Reach of Temptation, confirmed in a 
State of perfect Purity and Peace? If the 
Chriſtian Combatant be happy, how bleſſed 
is the Chriſtian . , when he comes 


to Sion with Songs and everlaſting Joy on 
his Head ? 


if) Draru is Gain to the Chriſtian, for 
it ſets him free from Sin. Were we. delive- 
red from all outward Afflictions and Temp- 
tations im this Life, yet we could not be per- 


will 


a er, becauſe sin dwellech in us, d 25 


dag wn ber made 


649) 
Will often oblige us to moutrn and weep in 
the Preſence of Gods: 'This inbred: e 
is the great Troubler of aur Peace; | the 
Fleſh luſteth againſtithe Spirit, and the Spi- 
| ONO: Fleſb, and theft two are con- 
trary the one to the other; ſo ſhat we can- 
| pong pris Things that we would, and too 
july -do the Things thats we would not: 
Experience coneurs with in the Proof 
of chis ad Truth; but at Death the Chri- 
„and enter into 
hat kugh and holy Place, into which no un- 
clean T "Thing can be admitted. When: Death 
has pulled down the earthly Houſe of our 
4 2 the Leproſy of Sin, which cleaved 
to it until that Moment, ſhall be for ever re- 
moved; . 'how bleſſed are they who 
feel every thing in their Powers and Faculties 
exaQtly conformed to theWillof God: ; who are 
without Spot or Blemiſh, or any ſinful Diſorder 
in their Minds and warts? Tias N 
ſedneſs, the diſtant Prof 
unſpeakable Joy to the Bel 
(5.) DzaTH is Gain to the Chriſtian, 
becauſe tis the Gate whereby he enters into 
the immediate Preſence and Enjoyment of 
| Chriſt in Heaven. Death would be a great 
Loſs to the Chriſtian, if his Soul were to 
-be ſeparated fram the Preſence of Chriſt, and 
caſt into a deep Sleep from the Time of its 
Separation from the Body, unto the Day of 
9 and _ more Reaſon a - 


6, 
he have to tremble at dhe Though of M 
Piſſolutiong if his Sou were to de thrown 
into : a--putgatory 'Firelfor" the Expiation of 
-apy of his Sins : Bot bleſſed be God, there 
Jas Ground: for theſe melancholy Conclu- 
ſions the Doctrine of the Sous Sleep is büt 
an idle Dream, and that ef Purgatöryycun 
artful Oonttivance ef Men, with Wien Bm 
is Godlineſs-— Reaſon will wells, that the 
Soul, which: is in im Nature very! different 
From the Body, may live and act out'of the 
Body, as well as in it What neceffary Cor 
nexion is there between Mind and Matter * A 
Why may not OS. Win, Re- 
floction, Self- oonſciouſneſs, and active Power, 
remain and operate without Fleſh and Blood? 
Revelation aſfures us, that the ' moſt perfect 
Intelligences are thoſe that were neyer cloathed 
"1 the Babe ; the Scriptures teach us, that when 
* returns to: the Duſt, the Spirit goes o 
God who gave it; that Nw 1 2 and 
Facob, were alive to God "after the Diſſolu- 
tion of their Bodies; that Moſes and Elias 
appeared in a viſible Form, and converſed 
with our Saviour many hundred Vears after 
their Departure out of this World; and 1 
think; tis very certain from the New Teſta- 
ment, that the Souls of the Faithful are re- 
ceived, immediately after Death, into the 
Preſence and Fruition of Jeſus Chriſt in Hea- 
ven — This Day (faid our Lord to the peni- 
af t on the at * thou WINE. 


me. 


0 21 
aroſe *. "The Hel Mir eh” 
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Se 7 tepben cried e e Mi 
ea efus receive 
8 a u be Footy 
Into thoſe Heayens that Were "then miract 
Bully opegell 18 . ay and "where be fa 
eos RC Pall as Right-hand- * God 
| e"Apoftle'Paul declares in my Text, 
Peatf v 
. e (Per. 23.) he expt 
to depart, and to he with Chitiſt, Which was 
fat better for him, than the belt Nite in the 
| World and Church here 18 And he 
| peaks in the Name of alt” 
oe are always uf (er 88 
ing that whilft wwe are at rn zur 
are 8 the * Tord ; f. = 
- Faith,: and m not by Sight 5) we gre (on 
Jay, and willi. rather to be abſent” 
Body, Ld Freon with the Lord \But'oh'! 


-who can conceive the . 7 the 8 
of juſt Men in the of cb 


Jeſus? If it be ſo ſweet to be with hith 
now, in an Ordinance; by Faith and” Lobe, 


111 


I, q- ETFS. 


what müſt they en enjoy, who are with him in 


his Father's Houſe above? There they be- 


Hold the Face of God in Righteouſneſs,” and 


are ſatisfied with his Likeneſs; there chey ſee 
„Lake ii. 43. + Lake ahi 19, 4. 4 4 . 56. 
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(623) 
mighty wor , 
aide“ all Things une himſel. 
ee oh 
Diſcourſe. r 


(10 PLA aoadofiat inks « that. we Gall io 
the happy Death of the Chriſtian, if * A 
main Strangers and Enemies to his hol | 
Who does not wiſh to die the 75 
Chriſtian, OS 
bis? but how few are reconciled to and ge- 


Vols ly 85 25 


(2) 

we dead to Sin, delivered / from the con- 
demning Guilt and the reigning Power of it? 
Are we alive unto God, through Chrift ? Have 
we received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, as made: 
of God to us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti fi- 
cation, and Redemption? And do we live to 
him? ' Do.'we pray and worſhip in his 
Name? Do we ſeriouſly endeavour to wall 
up and dowiu in his 9 — and to glorify 
and ſerve him in all Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
neſs of Life? Let us put theſe Queſtions to 
ourſelves, and take heed that we do not de- 


cCeive ourſelyes' with a Name and Shew of 


Life, while we are really dead May the 
Prince of Liſe quicken thoſe that are dead 
in Sins and Treſpaſſes, and raiſe them by his 
all creatir | Power to Newnelſs of Life May 
he ſpeale by: his Spirit, as well as his Word, 
that they'whs are in the Graves of Iniquity, 
may hear his Voice and live C Tis your Duty, 
Funers, to attend! with Diligence on the 
Means of f ſpititual Life, and to pray for a 
dine Bleſſing, Which a gracious God has 
enoouraged you” to hope ger g n 
in this Way, and in no other. 2001 

(2) Lx FT Chriſtians ene to im 
prove Eife, and not be afraid or unwilling to 
die. Whil While Life is continued, be thankful 
for it, and give all Diligence (through Grace) 
to live to che Honour, and in the Service, of 
that Jeſus; w ho died for you, and lives for. 


ever, 


(25) 
ever, to be your Advocate and Friend in 
Heaven. Let his Love, conſtrain; you, to live. 
not to yourſelves, but to him; let his Glory be 
your ultimate End and Scope; pray for more 
public, and truly Chriſtian Spirits; ſtudy to 
recommend his. Goſpel, and to expreſs. your 


Veneration and Gratitude to him by 


his CommandmentsAttend to your Duty in 


all perſonal and relative Regards; and if you 
do ſo, you will have no Cauſe to be weary 
of Life; for it is worth while to live to 


Chriſt, even in this World of Imperfection 
and Sorrow There is unſpeakable Honour: 
and Pleaſure, and Profit, in the Chriſtian Life, 


though it is a Life of Labor and Conflicts 
Paul (as you may ſee in the Verſes below 
my Text) was content to be detained. from 
bis own deſired Happineſs with Chriſt in 


Heaven, ſo long as God had farther Work 
for bim ta do on Earth; the longer and the 


better we ſerve Chriſt here, the more album 


heavenly King m and Glory. . But when the 


Work of Life. is finiſhed, why ſhould we be 


afraid ot unwilling to die? Why ſhould we 
not be glad to go home, when the Labors 
of the Day are at an End, and the Shadows 
of the Evening are ſtretched out. upon us? 
When our Father calls us to Reſt, ſhall we 
not with Pleaſure receive the Command, lay 
down e Chriſt has node 
R : | | | 


f 


"=>. 


(#3. 


dined Death, bit converts it into'a Bleſ- 
fing; and therefore the Thoughts of 


ſnould be weleeme to every one who believes 


on him, and lives to him. 


6 516 T Deach Gain to the Chriſtian ? Let 


us * ſubrniſſive and patient under the 
Loſs of our C 


4 Chriſtian « 


iſtian Friends Tis true when 
6s, he carries a ; Trea- - 
fare of Gi Aud Graces with from our 
World to Heaven; and this et ſhould 


affect us, and teach us to lay to Heart ſuch 


4 Diſpenſation of Providence, which to us 


may be a great Loſs; and the Death of - 
a faithful Mee 


iter is -afliQtive in a peculiar 
„for it is a public Lofs : But fince 


our Chriſtian Brethren gain infinitely more 


to themſelves, than we loſe by their Removal, 
the Law of Charity obliges us to moderate 
our Grief, and directs us rather to imitate 


. their holy Im than to mourn for their 


1 Wobrp Ee? Mike er the afflictive 


1 that has deprived you in this 


Church of your late u and worth Paſtor, 


the Reverend Mr. James Wood. This Diſ- 
 penſation, 1 perluade myſelf,” has touched 


many Hearts, and perhaps my own has not 


deen the leaſt affected with it. Town myſelf 


very unworthy to ſpeak to the Character of 


_ eminent a Miniſter of eſus Chriſt; and 
J my ſhort and imperfect with 


(27) 
* the viſible. Decline of his Life, 
_— me, incapable of doing that Honout 


to. his. Name and Memory, which may be 


expected; on this Occaſion;; and beſides, this, 
he laid me under ſuch a Reftraint by hi e 
| peels Deſire om his Death bed, that no Fu: 
netal Sermon ſhould be preached on Oc 
(on of his Deceaſe, chat J dare, not. e 
very much on this Part of my Diſcourſe— 
1 will however ſay, what yon well kapw, 
that you have laſt an excellent Preacher a 
Workman that needed not to be aſhamed, 


for be rightly: divided the Word: of Fruths 


à Scribe well inſtructed to the Kingdom of 


good Things both new. and old—His Spirit was 
= dap with the great Truths of the 


niſterial Abilities were very eminent, and God 


| &rult), very great Succeſs in many Places, and 
particularly in his Miniſtrations to this Church, 
where he ſtood with ſo much Honour and 


of God kutbeen 
Defiree, dad Pepi. 

Yen hong io the Falaghof the Ble 
Rings of tbe. 


remove this his Servant; and we, muff" fee. his 
1 n 1 | 


A _ 


| God, de, brought. aut of 4 good Treafure, 


pel, and he contended. earneftly | for -the 
r the. a, ths . 


e _ the Coun- 


Þleficd him with great Acceptance, and (I 


* oy, 
* 


of Chriſt.— But the all- 
. 


(28 ) 


A yrw Sermons: he publiſhed, by which 
he being dead, yet ſpeaketh to you; and 1 
cannot forbear, on this Occaſion; to put you 
in mind of thoſe excellent Diſcourſes on he 
Parable of the Teh Virgins, in which there 
b Manta Un If let: u fen 
Variety of the moſt ſerious 5 uſeful Re- 
ffections and Counſels ſuitec to the Caſes of 
Saints and Sinners. mai ET an ee 
e pleaſed God to viſit him wth fore Af. 


bore with great Patience and Re nation to 


e r 8 —_ l 
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tude to God for inward Supports and Conſo- 
lations, which in the Multitude of his Thoughts 
within him delighted his 'Sout—In his laſt 
Ilneſs, even in the near Views of Death, he 
declared to me and others his joyful Hope, 
(through Grace) of that Ref” that remaineth 
＋ Deſire to be with Chriſt He bote 
his Teſtimony, with his dying Breath, to 
the Truth and Power of that Goſpel which 
he preached to you, and Which was his'Sup- 


$ 0 ror mod Dar bot 0 s 


HIS Work: 16 done, his Imp 


Who ſurvive attend to our Duty, 


te G64" che — 


8 - 


ſpeaks to us 


Sitte 1 in the latter Part of Life; which- he 
the Will of” 'God, often expreſſing his is Grati- 


the People of God, and N an 


port in-the Afiations-of Life and the Fe 


perfections, I 
put all pardoned and removed; and he. is 
Bone to receive a glorious Reward. Let us 
| and her 
. the Voice ef the Rod.” This Providence 


— 
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(29) 


the Fatherleſs, and the Judge of 


the Widow; 


ſupport the near and dear - Relatives of the 
Deceaſed, and incline many to ſhew Kind- 


you in this Congrega- 


neſs to them May 
tion ſee the Hand of the Lord, and 
yourſelves naval * May the Lot 
Counſel, ſupp thy 5 Vacancy, and Nil 
bleſs his Wie and Ordinances to y. 
niſtets die, bur” Chrif} tbe great 8 
and Biſhop of Souls, res for ever; to 


and defen his Chinth# look to hi for Di. 


rection; be careful and conſtant in 
tendance on his Inſtitutions, and lite in 
Love, and the Gad dof ler * Peace ſhall 
bevich you. 9 10 noir 
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| Being the Subſtance of * _— on 
Eccleſ. vii. 13. and 1 Pet. v. 19. To which 
are added, ſome Sermons on the Nature of 
Chorch- Comtmnunion, from 1 Cr. K. = "Y 
the late Reverend Mr. Thomas * | 


* 11. Human Native — its four-fold . | 
Primitive „Entire ravation, 
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In ſeveral Practical Diſcourſes. By the ſame 
| 2 1 carefully 5 


— > — — 
<OL> 
Iz ©:h 
2. a. 


* 


—2— — 


PP 


— * 
„ 4. 


þ * 
. 
x 
of 
G C 
\ * 
© 0 
* 
5 
Þ, 


1 
1 
. 


pra. 
— 


3 


A. rere. 
II - — — _ 


RR Se ee I 
d > — 


1 =" * 
=. * 88 
. — SL - þ * A 
LE i 
. 


——— 
— 
— 


—— — 
I 


_— 
_ — — 
— — 


” VEPPM ——— — — — 
5 


— . 


-- e 
— 


* 
— CI ogg 


ko. 


4 
— 
8 
A 2 
0 . 
M 


BOOKS Printed fir J. Davinsox. I 
with the Second, which was corrected 2 
by the Au TOR. 8 n 


— . 4 


4 8 > phraſe and Notes on the Epi- 
les of st. Paul to „ er 
e, L Timothy. 

1. Theſſalomans, © " Titus, 4 
II. Theſſalonians, II. 7 y. 


Attempted i in Imitation of Mr. Locle's Man- 
ner; to which are annexed critical Diſſerta · 
tions on ſeveral Subjects for the better under- 
ſtanding St. PauPs Epiſtles. 


V. An Enquiry into the Conſtitution, 
Diſcipline, - Unity and Worſhip. of the Primi- 
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